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Description 
FLAG LOCK 

Background of Invention 

[0001] This invention relates to a flag lock for securing a flag to 
the halyard of a flagpole. In particular, it relates to flag 
lock that has two end portions and a smaller middle por- 
tion, so that loops of the halyard on a flagpole can be in- 
serted through the aperture of the eyelets in a flag and 
over the middle portion of the flag lock to secure the flag. 

[0002] Flags are usually secured to flagpoles by means of metal 
links that are attached to the halyard of the flagpole and 
to eyelets at one end of the flag. On windy days, these 
metal clips bang against the flagpole, creating loud, an- 
noying noises. Eventually, the clips may damage the pole 

or the flag. 
Summary of Invention 

[0003] | have invented a flag lock, a devise for securing a flag to 
the halyard of a flagpole. The flag lock of this invention is 
simple, easy to manufacture, and inexpensive. A flag can 



quickly be secured to a halyard using the flag lock of this 
invention and the flag lock will hold the flag securely to 
the halyard even in high winds. 
[0004] unlike the metal clips usually used to secure flags, the 

flag lock of this invention does not make loud and annoy- 
ing noises by banging against the flagpole. The flag lock 
can be decorative and can enhance the appearance of the 
flag. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0005] The accompanying drawing is a side view illustrating the 

flag lock of this invention securing a flag to a halyard. 
Detailed Description 

[0006] | n the accompanying drawing, flagpole 1 is equipped with 
halyard 2 (a rope or cord) which usually passes over a pul- 
ley (not shown) at the top of the flagpole. There are no 
clips attached to the halyard, as none are needed to se- 
cure flag 3 to it. Flag 3 has two eyelets 4 at the end to be 
secured, one near the top of the flag and the other near 
the bottom. Each eyelet has an aperture 5, preferably with 
a flange 6 around it to strengthen the material of the flag 
around the aperture. 

[0007] The flag lock 7 is an approximately flat plate that has op- 



posing indentations 8 so that the two end portions 9 of 
the flag lock are larger than its middle portion 10. A loop 
11 of halyard 2 passes through each aperture 5 and over 
middle portion 10 of a flag lock 7. When halyard 2 is 
pulled tight from the opposite side of flag 3, flag lock 7 is 
pressed against eyelet 4, thereby securing flag 3 to hal- 
yard 2. 

[0008] The flag lock is generally flat, though it could be slightly 
curved or rippled or have a design embossed on it if de- 
sired. It is preferably symmetrical about a first axis that 
passes through two end portions 9 and middle portion 10 
and is also preferably symmetrical about a second axis 
that is at 90° to the first axis and passes through the cen- 
ter of middle portion 10, as is illustrated by flag lock 7. 
Preferably, the peripheries of end portions 9 lie on the cir- 
cumference of a circle centered at the intersection of the 
first and second axes, as is also illustrated by flag lock 7. 
Unsymmetrical designs can also be used, such as having 
only a single indentation on only one side. The flag lock 
can have any shape or design, provided a portion in the 
middle is narrower than its ends, so that the halyard can 
not slip off it. For example, it could be bone-shaped for a 
pirate flag, the ends could be in the shape of a family 



crest or a military insignia, or an inscription could be 
made on end portions 9, if desired. The flag lock can be 
made of a variety of materials, including metals, such as 
aluminum, brass, stainless steel, galvanized steel, and al- 
loys, plastics such a polycarbonate, polyethylene, 
polypropylene, and polyvinyl chloride, laminates, wood, 
and other materials. It is preferably made of a rust- 
resistant material so that rust does not stain the flag. The 
flag lock can be of any color and can be plain, patterned, 
or have a glittered or mirror finish. 

[0009] The flag lock must be large enough (or the aperture 

though the eyelet small enough) to prevent the flag lock 
from passing through the aperture in the eyelet. In addi- 
tion, the aperture through the eyelet must be large 
enough to permit a loop of halyard to pass through it. A 
typical halyard may be about Ya to about Yi inches in di- 
ameter and can be flattened somewhat, so the aperture is 
preferably about 3/8 to about one inch in diameter and 
the end portions of the flag lock are preferably about 1/8 
to about Ya inches larger than will fit through the aperture. 

[0010] Most flags are made with two eyelets at one end, but the 
invention can be used with flags that have only a single 
eyelet or that have more than two eyelets. The flange of 



these flags can be made of thread, metal, or other mate- 
rial. If a flag does not have eyelets, apertures can be 
punched or cut out of the flag and flanges applied by 
glue, using a rivet, sewing, or other means. 
1 ] While the flagpole will usually be vertical, the flag lock of 
this invention can also be used with non-vertical flag- 
poles, such as those that extend at an angle from homes 
and buildings. 



